
Page 1 
 

Oct-Nov 2009 Newsletter 
Hacklebarney Chapter – Trout Unlimited 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

President’s Message 
 
October has been a busy month.  If you didn’t make our Fall outing to the Housatonic River, then you 
missed a great weekend.  Sure...we arrived on the tail of two Nor’esterners, and the temperature was in the 
40’s but everyone caught fish and all enjoyed the warm hospitality of the Breadloaf Mountain Lodge in 
the evening.  (See some photos of the trip in this newsletter.)  Once again this October, HTU participated 
in Trout in the Classroom and members delivered trout embryos to six schools in the area.  Over the last 
couple of month, members have been busy organizing fishing trips to local streams, and there is talk of 
pulling together members who would like to fish for stripers on the Jersey Shore.  These are great 
opportunities to meet other members, and learn more about places to fish close to home.  With the recent 
escalation of efforts to restore the Musconetcong River by removing dams and riverbank reclamation, the 
HTU Board has decided to assist in these activities as the core of it Conservation Program.  To be 
successful, we will need the participation of many of you, so please pay attention to upcoming 
announcements that will let you know how you can help.  Now that November has arrived, don’t forget 
about the Fly Tying Symposium in Somerset on the 21st and 22nd.  Also, be sure to mark our Dec. 10th 
chapter meeting on your calendar, as we will be hosting our annual potluck dinner and auction.  This 
meeting is a great time to socialize with other HTU members and to pick-up a few last-minute “stocking-
stuffers.”  I hope to see you all at our November meeting. 
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Monthly Speakers Program 
 
In September we had Ben Turpin speak on fly fishing in central Pennsylvania. He mentioned Fishing Creek, 
Spring Creek, Penns Creek, and some other streams such as Little Juniata. Since he included photos from 
our chapter spring trip, it brought back good memories for the six of us that went. 
 
For October, we had John Mordock speak of fly fishing dream destinations out west.  He mentioned 
Montana, Yellowstone, and streams & rivers in California and western Canada. It was a nice change of pace 
from the streams that we fish in our nearby states. 
 
For our November 12th meeting, we will have Chris Shoplock speak about the similarities of trout and 
striped bass fly fishing. 
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If you want to suggest future speakers or have questions about any of our speakers, please contact Rich 
Tullo. 
 
Video Library – Don’t forget to check out the new a dditions to our collection 
 
With some of the money that we have made from our Annual Banquet, we are happy to announce that the 
following DVDs have been purchased and added to the HTU video library. 
 

· First Cast to Double Haul - Cathy Beck 
· Lessons with Lefty – Left Kreh 
· Lefty Kreh on Fly Casting  - Lefty Kreh 
· 50 years behind the vise - The fly tying techniques of Bob Clouser & Lefty Kreh 
· Successful Patterns for Fly Fishing the Upper Delaware - Ken Tutalo  
· Hooked on Fly Tying - Deer Hair Bass Bugs - Chris Helm 
· Art of Spey Casting - Steve Rajeff and others 
· Trout Bum Diaries, Volume I - Ryan Davey; Chris Owens; Brian Jill 
· Trout Bum Diaries Volume 2 - Ryan Davey; Brian Jill; Chris Owens; Justin Crump; Leaf 

Argotti; Mike Greener 
 

Email Management System for HTU is Here 
 

HTU has subscribed to the ConstantContact email management service to facilitate communications with 
members and began using it in September.  We are happy to report that it working well so far in getting the 
word out, notifying members about HTU Chapter events, news from the NJ TU State Council and in 
creating newsletter postings.  
 
If you would like to take advantage of this service, then please provide Cliff Behrens with your name and 
email address or enter it yourself using the form provided on the HTU website.  Note that use of this email 
address will be restricted to HTU communications and is strictly voluntary. 
 
Education 
 
Trout in the Classroom News 
Hacklebarney members delivered eggs to 6 schools in New Jersey as part of the 103 school program this 
year, serving over 40,000 students.  Eggs were picked up on October 21 at the Pequest Trout Hatchery at 
9AM and delivered by volunteers to the following schools: 
 
Blessed Pope John XXIII Academy in West Orange 
Livingston High School in Livingston 
Old Farmers Road School in Long Valley 
Cucinella Elementary in Long Valley 
Flocktown Road School in Long Valley 
Bedwell Elementary in Bernardsville 
 
This is the third year that Bedwell Elementary has participated in Trout in the Classroom.  Mr. James 
McCarron, a teacher at Bedwell is very enthusiastic about TIC and so are his students.  Last year, the school 
received three grants totaling $4,500 to start a new program called " Fly Tying in the Classroom." Every 4th 
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grade student (150 total) designed their own classic salmon pattern on paper followed by tying their design 
in Art class.   
 
Hareline Dubbin, Inc., a fly tying manufacturer helped stretch the program’s dollars by making Bedwell a 
commercial fly tier so that it could purchase tying materials at a considerable savings.  Kids got the chance 
to sketch patterns and then tie them, using materials like Silk Floss, Lady Amherst Feathers, Jungle Cock 
and Golden Pheasant crest. 
 

                         
 
 
To further generate outside interest in his TIC project, Jim even hosts a web “fishcam” so that his students 
and others in his local community can monitor the progress and growth of his class' trout.  Jim is doing 
fantastic work teaching young kids about trout, fish biology and conservation initiatives, and we look 
forward to working with him again next year as he continues to make TIC an important part of his school’s 
curriculum. 
 
Fall Housatonic River Trip 
 
On Oct. 16-18, seven HTU members got together at the Breadloaf Mountain Lodge to fish the Housatonic 
River.  Weather predictions for the weekend were dire, and we arrived shortly after the area experienced 
two back-to-back ‘nor-easterners.’  Even though the temperature was in the ‘40s much of the weekend, most 
of the bad weather seemed to pass around the valley.  Consequently, we were able to fish the entire 
weekend, and everyone caught fish, mostly nice browns and a few rainbows.  (Jeff Kurt even caught a 
couple of smallies and a fall fish.)  Trout were taking small blue-winged olives dries, and larger Isonychia, 
both in nymph and dry fly patterns.  There was also some action to be had with streamers. (Ask Peter 
Kornacki about the rainbows that took his Mickey Finn!)  Food was plentiful, everyone filled-up on Kevin 
Gabelmann’s delicious chili, and Bill Sjovall made sure that all had a belly-full of warm oatmeal and 
pancakes with blueberries in the morning before braving the elements outdoors.  In the evenings, there was 
plenty of lively talk about the day’s fishing, but also fierce debate over the relative merit of soccer and carp 
(you had to be there).  Marty Iannone was an attentive host and the accommodations were comfortable, 
including a warm fire waiting for HTU members when they returned in the evening after a full day of 
fishing.  The “Housy” at the Cornwall Bridge offered lots of water, large holes and the surrounding scenery 
was spectacular.  It’s nice to know that such places still exist, and are well within driving range for HTU 
members. Those who shared the weekend together can’t wait to return! 
 
Below are several photos from the trip during the peak of fall foliage.   
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You can fish the Housy all winter long (streamers, scuds and nymphs work) and if you’re interested in 
getting more information, check out the Housatonic Meadows Fly Shop website.  River reports are not 
maintained during the winter months, and you should check flows before you go.  Anytime the Housy is 
over 1,000 cfs, it’s tougher to fish, 500-800 cfs is ideal. 
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Conservation 

State Council TU and Upcoming Dam Removals on the M usconetcong 

TU is very excited to announce that we have reached an agreement with International Process Plants (IPP) 
owner of the Hughesville Dam and joint owner with the state (NJ Fish & Wildlife) of the Warren Glen Dam 
to remove both dams.  These removals are two of the largest dams on the river and are the second and third 
upstream from the confluence with the Delaware River.  This combined removal and river restoration 
project will be the largest such project undertaken in the state to date.  Removal of the 37.5 foot tall Warren 
Glen Dam will allow for public access into the Musky Gorge, perhaps the most beautiful and scenic area in 
the whole watershed.  Imagine Ken Lockwood Gorge with a river twice as wide running through it, with 
boulders one and a half times the size.  Plunge pools that are well over 6 feet are the norm except for the 
current impoundment above the dam, which is full of sediment and will be removed as part of the 
restoration effort. 

Whippany River Update 

Because of the exciting restoration work of the Musky Gorge, the Hacklebarney Chapter may be re-
allocating some resources and efforts away from our current work on the Whippany.  Stay tuned for more 
updates. 

Horton Brook 

Chapter member Pete Romano joined many other volunteers from 4 chapters of NJ TU at Horton Brook to 
participate in riparian planting that took place a couple weeks ago.  
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Over 600 trees were planted – great job everyone! 

Your Chapter Needs Your Help! 
 
We need your money as our new fiscal year began October 1 and it is time to ante up your $15 activity fee.   
Don’t be a free-rider, pay up! 
 
Each of our 10 meetings a year costs about $300, and none of the $35 dues you send the TU national trickles 
down to Hacklebarney, so please remember your activity fees. 
 
See Jeff Kurt at the meeting or mail a check to “Hacklebarney TU” to:   
Jeff Kurt 
713 Peachtree Rd 
Hackettstown, NJ 07840 
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Please note that a few positions are still open.  We currently are in greatest need for someone to 
manage new member recruitment.  If you would like to fill any of these positions, or volunteer some of 
your time to assist your officers, then please let them know.  Our Chapter is only as good as you help to 
make it. 
 
 
Directions to Chapter Meeting: 
 
FROM ROUT E 80 
Route 80 to Parsippany 
Route 287 South to Route 10 East 
Go to 2nd Traffic Light 
Make right into Pine Plaza Shopping Center 
Bear to Left of Building and exit parking lot. 
At stop sign make a right turn then 
next right turn onto Legion Place. 
Post #155 is 100 yards up on the left. 

 
FROM ROUT E 10 WEST 

Officers and Volunteers:  
Position Name Email Address 
President Cliff Behrens CliffBehrens@optonline.net 
Vice President Rich Tullo richtullo@aol.com 
Treasurer Peter Kornacki  pzkornacki@gmail.com 
Secretary Open   
State Council Mike Sankowich masank@verizon.net 
Conservation Officer Jon Wright Jon.Wright@hacklebarneytu.org 
Whippany River Contact Rick Dammeyer eric.dammeyer@novartis.com 
S. Branch Raritan &    
Columbia Trail Contact 

Michael Suriano michael.suriano@honeywell.com 

TIGHTLines Newsletter Pete Newman newmanpete6@gmail.com 
Membership Jeff Kurt jeffreykurt@comcast.net 
Speakers/Programs Rich Tullo richtullo@aol.com 
Raffles Mike Sankowich masank@verizon.net 
Awards Bill Brady  WBrady77@aol.com 
Video Library Bill Gallagan  bgallagan@msn.com 
Education Open   
Youth Education Dick Hepper   
Fly Tying Classes John Marci JPMarci@verizon.net 
Fly Fishing School Ron Lucchesi ron@handyman-central.net 
Public Relations & Artist Jim Prutting   
Trips Kevin Gabelmann kgabelmann@heat-timer.com 
Banquet Planning Jeff Kurt jeffreykurt@comcast.net 
Banquet Auctioneer Peter Wilner peterwilner2003@yahoo.com 
 Bill Dunn Bill.Dunn@hacklebarneytu.org 
Webmaster Pete Newman newmanpete6@gmail.com 
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HAC K L EBAR N EY  CH APT ER   
TR OU T   UN L IMIT ED  
20 B EVER L Y  ROAD  
M AD ISON ,  NJ 07940 
W W W .H AC KLEBAR N EYT U .O R G   

 

Route 10 West to Hanover. 
Go past Whippany Road light and 
make U-Turn at jug handle at the next light. 
Cross Route 10 into Pine Plaza Shopping Center. 
Bear to Left of Building and exit parking lot. 
At stop sign make a right turn then 
next right turn onto Legion Place. 
Post #155 is 100 yards up on the left. 

 
Please Support Hacklebarney TU Sponsors: 
Don’t forget that Ramsey Outdoor gives TU members a 10% discount on most fishing items, just by 
showing your TU Member Card. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Store Locations  
RAMSEY - 835 Route 17 South 
PARAMUS - 240 Route 17 North 

LEDGEWOOD - 1039 Route 46 West 
 

http://www.marchbrown.com 

Please check out our guided Salmon trip!  
 


